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Retail Trade 


NEW INDEX NUMBERS 


As was mentioned in the annual review of retail trade, a new 
series of index numbers of sales has been calculated with the 
average daily sales in 1942 as 100, and the object of this article 
is to set out the principal figures on the new base and to explain 
the method of construction. 


REASONS FOR STARTING A NEW SERIES 


The object of calculating index numbers is to enable com- 
parisons to be made between any one month and any. other, 
instead of merely between that month and the corresponding 
one in earlier years. This object is particularly important in 
war-time, when many of the norma! seasonal factors are upset by 
quite new forces ; in the apparel field, for example, it may be 
more important to compare sales in.the month following one 
coupon release with those following the last one, rather than to 
compare them with sales in the same month a year ago. 

The returns made to the Bank, however, only give comparisons 
with the corresponding month a year earlier, and the ordinary 
method of compiling them provides no means of comparing (say) 
January 1944 with any month except another January. To get 
over this difficulty a special analysis was made (see the Board 
of Trade Journal, 9th February 1939) of the returns in all 
months of the year 1937, by methods similar to those described 
below for 1942, so as to see how the sales in each month compared 
with the average for the year, which was taken as 100. With 
this set of figures to work from, the index number for January 
1938 could be calculated by applying the percentage change 
shown in the ordinary returns to the index number for January 
1937, and similarly for other months in 1938 ; these figures then 
enabled the index numbers to be calculated for 1939, and so on. 


Even under the most favourable conditions this method of 
calculating index numbers is bound to become somewhat un- 
reliable after about five or six years. The comparison between 
sales in January 1943 and February 1943 depends for its accuracy 
on thirteen separate “links ’’—the original comparison between 
January 1937 and February 1937, the six comparisons between 
January in one year and January in the previous one, and the 
similar six for the Februarys. If any one of these is faulty, then 
the final comparison will be wrong, and so will all similar com- 
parisons for later years ; it is only too true that the strength of a 
‘chain’ index number is no greater than that of its weakest 
link. 

In war-time the sources of error are greatly increased. Thus 
returns from individual contributors are more liable to be faulty, 
owing to staff difficulties ; they are also more liable to arrive too 
late for inclusion in the total ; and these omissions are a much 
more serious matter than in peace-time, since the experience of 
the different contributors has varied so greatly that one can no 
longer say that the inclusion of a late return would probably 
not have affected the percentage movement. Naturally all these 
problems were intensified when air-raids were at their height. 

Over and above all this there is another reason why a new base 
is desirable: the composition of the sample has changed during 
the war, and there is no particular reason for assuming that the 
present contributors would have shown the same month-to- 
month movement in 1937 as the old ones did. The change in the 
sample is not, as might have been expected, due to a loss of old 
contributors, practically all of whom have continued, notwith- 
standing war-time difficulties, to send in returns month by month, 
but to the introduction of a large number of new ones, since the 


Annual Index Numbers of Retail Sales by Districts 1937 to 1943 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 





HOUSEHOLD GOODS t+ NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE t¢ 


APPAREL * 





1938}1939|1940}1941|1942| 1943]1937/1938| 1939/1940 1941|1942 1943}1937/1938/1939|1940)1941|1942/1943 





Scotland eee soe vad “ds 79} 83)101| 96 89 | 88] 91} 97) 117/ 110/100) 89 | 77; 80} 85/101; 98} 100] 92 
North East... ace aed sae 83; 88/101; 96 87 | 106} 106| 110} 120} 112) 100 83| 85) 90) 101} 98/100) 94 
North West ... eve 81} 86) 102) 97 85 {111} 108} 109} 120} 111] 100] 83 | 85| 86) 90) 103) 100| 100) 90 


Midlands and South Wales... a 84} 92) 108} 102 83 | 106} 104] 110] 122) 115] 100 84] 86} 94) 108| 103) 100} 90 
South of England ... ote 97} 106 | 113} 103 88 | 121 | 120/ 128) 118] 108} 100 97 | 100} 108} 113} 106} 100} 92 
London (Central and West End) aoe 143 | 124] 102} 83 99 | 133/119} 99] 81} 78] 100 137 | 128| 109} 90] 84/100) 99 
London (Suburban) .. , ai 114} 114} 109} 95 86 | 144/ 137/119] 98] 95) 100) § 115| 116} 114 95} 100} 92 


Total, Great Britain § ose 96} 98) 106; 97 88 | 126} 120] 115} 112] 103} 100) 89 | 98) 98) 100 100} 93 



























































FOOD AND PERISHABLES TOTAL 





Scotland she “2 ea ce 82} 85) 93 103 86] 97 100 
North East ... 33 a me 84] 87 102 | 82} 85| 89] 98 100 
North West ... be 86 102 90} 100 100 
Midlands and South Wales .. de 84 101 91/101 100 
South of England om 86] 9: 98 98 | 103 100 
London (Central and West End) KD, 110 105 109} 89 100 
London (Suburban) .. tae 95 105 102} 101 100 


Total, Great Britain § --- | 88} 92 102 y 97} 101 100 


N.B.—Figures for years 
prior to 1941 have been 
calculated from the move- 
ment in sales shown by the 
old, more restricted sample 
of contributors. 





















































* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear boots and shoes. ' 

+ Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 

t Including, in addition to the above, fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous and unspecified goods. 
§ Including some sales not allocated to districts. 



























































































































































































































































122 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL Ist April 1944 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 
Scotland North-East North-West Midlands and 
South Wales 
1. 1 i] } q 1 
Period 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 
? APPAREL * 
January 81 96 73 74 73 90 65 65 83 98 72 69 81 95 64 63 
February 76 92 68 716 90 68 77 92 66 87 95 65 
March 90 104 96 96 110 94 98 114 92 109 | 115 91 
April 102 102 104 lll lll 110 114 110 109 116 105 107 
May 116 96 95 118 104 86 122 96 85 124 95 82 
June 118 121 90 103 108 84 105 113 84 109 113 76 
July 89 91 75 86 89 69 91 89 68 92 89 65 
August 82 80 74 89 86 73 86 82 70 89 79 67 
September 94 92 112 89 86 110 87 83 106 93 82 110 
October 98 113 99 96 116 97 92 115 93 104 119 92 
November 93 101 87 97 102 85 92 98 81 98 104 83 
December 108 109 99 113 108 97 112 109 97 117 107 95 
Year 96 100 89 96 100 87 97 100 85 102 100 83 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS tf 
January 98 104 86 79 100 105 88 8l 103 110 90 78 99 103 87 84 
February 98 101 86 95 106 92 97 108 86 lll 112 98 
March 104 110 97 106 114 91 101 112 89 116 114 96 
April 105 107 93 118 115 89 109 12 87 117 117 93 
May 94 102 87 110 107 83 100 99 17 109 106 86 
June lll 102 87 107 91 79 103 93 74 107 93 79 
July 105 85 82 109 89 77 118 91 77 107 88 82 
August 115 90 83 121 96 86 121 93 81 123 90 84 
September 114 94 83 114 92 79 113 93 77 116 95 80 
October 115 96 89 lll 95 90 113 95 86 121 94 85 
November 116 91 87 117 93 87 116 93 81 113 92 86 
December 144 116 110 134 100 101 136 100 94 134 98 100 
Year 110 100 89 112 100 87 lll 100 83 115 100 88 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE t 
January 84 95 79 78 81 92 78 77 87 97 80 77 86 95 76 74 
February 83 93 77 83 93 84 85 96 79 93 98 82 
March 92 101 95 95 104 95 95 107 93 103 107 94 
April 99 99 100 105 105 103 107 106 102 107 102 100 
May 106 95 93 108 101 90 lll 96 87 113 95 86 
June 110 110 89 99 99 89 102 102 86 103 101 80 
July 91 89 80 90 90 79 96 90 76 94 90 74 
August 90 85 80 97 92 85 96 89 80 97 86 78 
September 97 94 104 93 91 105 94 88 100 98 89 103 
October 100 108 99 98 109 102 96 108 97 106 110 95 
November 100 103 95 104 106 100 101 101 92 105 105 95 
December 126 125 117 125 120 115 128 122 115 132 122 116 
Year 98 100 92 98 100 94 100 100 90 103 100 90 
FOOD AND PERISHABLES 
January 96 95 99 105 95 95 97 103 94 93 96 100 98 94 96 97 
February 98 99 99 98 100 99 98 98 98 100 100 99 
March 97 100 99 95 102 98 94 99 97 97 101 99 
April 99 98 101 99 101 103 103 104 103 102 104 104 
May 94 101 102 96 102 99 97 102 99 97 103 101 
June 95 100 105 95 99 108 94 98 108 94 100 106 
July 95 101 101 97 101 102 99 103 102 96 103 98 
August 93 98 102 98 101 102 97 103 105 95 100 99 
September 94 99 104 93 97 102 94 100 102 94 99 100 
October 93 101 106 94 98 104 94 100 104 94 99 102 
November 94 100 105 94 97 104 92 96 101 90 97 101 
December 108 107 115 106 105 lll 106 104 lll 106 104 109 
Year 96 100 103 97 100 102 97 100 102 97 100 101 
TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
January 91 95 90 93 89 94 89 92 91 95 89 89 94 95 89 88 
February 92 96 90 92 97 92 91 97 88 98 99 93 
March 95 101 98 95 103 97 95 103 96 100 103 97 
April 99 98 100 102 103 103 105 105 103 104 103 102 
May 101 99 98 102 102 95 105 99 93 103 100 95 
June 101 105 98 96 99 100 98 100 97 97 100 97 
July 93 96 92 94 96 93 98 96 89 95 98 89 
August 92 92 92 97 97 95 96 95 93 95 94 91 
September 95 97 104 93 95 103 93 94 100 95 95 100 
October 96 104 103 96 103 103 95 104 101 98 103 99 
November 96 101 100 98 101 102 96 99 96 96 100 99 
December 116 114 116 114 lll 113 117 113 114 116 lll 112 
Year 97 100 98 97 100 99 98 100 97 99 100 97 





















































* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 


t Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 







































































































































































South of England London—Central London—Suburban Total, Great 
and West End Britain § Period 
1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 |} 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 || 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 
APPAREL + 
~ 86 94 67 66 || 100 } 104 79 82 72 \ 5 OF 63 61 83 95 69 | 68 || January 
90 90 65 67 78 73 81 88 2 ; 81 90 66 February 
110 | 105 88 84 97 98 99 | 109 88 99 | 108 93 March 
118 | 103 | 109 97 | 105 | 124 104 | 102 | 110 111 | 106 | 112 April 
127 95 88 96 88 99 112 04 86 119 95 89 May 
113 | 112 80 86 | 101 91 103 | 108 78 106 | 111 83 June 
89 87 74 41 Js (8 80 80 86 65 86 88 70 July 
92 84 15 63 82 80 77 79 64 83 82 71 August 
98 90 | 116 81 | 103 | 134 89 88 | 114 90 88 | 115 September 
98 | 122 99 86 | 129 | 119 96 | 122 99 96 | 120 | 100 October 
98 | 101 87 80 | 108 | 103 96 | 109 91 94 | 103 87 November 
121 | 115 | 104 91 | 115 | 110 127 | 126 | 116 113 | ‘112 | ‘102 December 
103 ; 100 88 83 | 100 99 | 95 | 100 86 97 | 100 88 Year 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS t¢ 
“103 | 99 | 84) 86] 82) 107 | 90); 89 | 79 |) 104 | 86] 83 95 | 104 | 89 | 85 | January =~ 
105 | 109 92 55 97 91 - 86'| 112 98 90 | 106 92 February 
112 | 116 98 63 | 107 94 | 85 | 113 99 96 | 112 95 March 
112 | 118 96 59 | 110 92 || 88 | 114 96 101 | 114 94 April 
107 | 106 88 65 95 90 85 | 101 92 95 | 102 87 May 
104 91 86 81 89 719 | 88 99 90 | - 99 92 81 June 
101 89 88 85 97 83 || 80 87 85 100 90 82 July 
113 95 89 72 84 79 | | 102 88 89 107 91 84 August 
109 95 87 88 97 93 ll 102 90 86 108 94 84 September 
104 | 95 | 86 91 | 105 | 100 | | 102 | 96 | 92 ios | 97 | 90 October 
110 89 86 93 | 101 92 | 111 96 90 110 94 87 November 
123 99 | 108 104 | 110 | 104 | | 129 | 110 | 121 127 | 104 | 105 December 
108 | 100 | 91 | 78 | 100 | 91 | | 95 | 100 | 941 103 | 100 | 89 | _|] Year 
NON-FOOD MERCHANDISE * 
95 96 76 75 88 98 81 83 79 92 76 73 37 95 80 78 || January 
97 96 80 65 84 82 85 96 80 86 94 81 February 
105 | 102 91 76 97 95 91 | 104 92 95 | 103 94 March 
110 | 101 99 83 | 103 | 109 96 | 101 | 101 102 | 102 | 103 April 
114 94 88 86 89 96 99 94 90 107 95 90 May 
106 99 81 84 93 87 96 98 84 109 100 84 June 
94 88 80 79 89 82 81 87 15 90 89 78 July 
101 90 84 70 84 84 87 84 17 93 88 2 August 
102 93 | 106 84 | 100 | 117 94 | 92 | 104 94 92 | 106 September 
99 110 97 88 118 113 96 112 97 98 111 100 October 
108 | 103 98 89 | 111 | 107 102 | 107 98 103 | 105 98 November 
138 | 129 | 127 111 | 131 | 129 134 | 131 | 132 129 | 125 | 123 December 
106 | 100 92 84 | 100 | 99 | 95 | 100 | 92 98 | 100 93 Year _ ae 


















































FOOD AND PERISHABLES 









































“100; 96) 94) 95 81 | 92 | 95 | 106 | 88 | “OL | 96 | 102) 95 | 94 | 96 | 100 || January 
101 | 101 96 79 95 97 | | 91 | 96 98 | | 97 | 99 98 February 
101 | 103 96 87 | 103 | 102 | | 92 | 96 | 100 | | 96 | 100 98 March 
104 | 104 | 100 94 | 104 | 107 | | 97 | 98 | 107 | 101 | 102 | 103 April 
102 | 103 | 98 91 | 103 | 106 | || 97 | 103 | 108 | 98 | 102 | 101 May 
98 98 | 101 92 98 | 103 | | 94 | 101 | 112 95 99 | 106 June 
100 | 103 | 98 93 | 100 | 103 | || 92 | 103 | 105 | 97 | 102 | 100 July 
100 | 100 97 95 100 109 | | 95 103 105 | | 97 100 | 101 August 
95 | 96 | 95 91 | 100 | 104 |} 90 | 99 | 104 | 93 | 98 | 100 September 
94 | 96 | 97 92 | 100 | 107 | 90 | 102 | 106 | 94 | 99 | 103 October 
9 | 96 | 97 94 | 93 | 109 | | 90 | 100 | 108 | 92 | 97 | 102 November 
110 | 105 | 109 11 | 116 | 124 | | 104 | 109 | 118 | 107 | 106 | 113 December 
100 | 100 | 98 91 | 100 | 105 | | 93 | 100 | 105 | 97 | 100 | 102 Year 



































TOTAL—ALL DEPARTMENTS 



























































98 96 88 88 86 97 84 89 86 91 89 93 92 95 89 91 || January 
99 | 99 | 90 68 | 87 86 89 96 | 92 93 97 | 91 February 
102 | 102 94 79 | 99 | ’97 92 99 | 97 96 | 102 96 March 
106 | 103 | 100 85 | 103 | 109 97 | 99 | 105 101 | 102 | 103 Apri 
107 | 100 94 | 87 | 92 98 98 | 100 | 102 101 99 | 96 |, May 
101 99 | 94 86 | 95 91 95 | 100 | 103 97 | 99 | 97 June 
97 | 97 91 83 | 92 87 88 98 96 94 | 97 91 July 
100 | 96 | 92 17 88 | 90 92 97 96 9 | 95 | 93 August 
97 | 95 | 98 86 | 100 | 114 91 96 | 104 94 | 96 | 102 September 
96 -| 102 98 88 | 114 } 111 92 | 105 | 104 96 | 104 | 102 October 
100 99 | 98 90 | 106 | 108 94 | 102 | 104 97 | 101 | 100 November 
121 | 114 | 117 111 | 127 | 128 114 | 116 | 122 116 | 114 | 117 December 
102 | 100 | 96 85 | 100 | 100 94 | 100 | 101 98 | 100 | 98 Year 





¢ Apparel, household goods, fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous and unspecified goods, 
§ Including unallocated sales, 
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Multiple Shops Federation took an active part in the scheme in 
1941 ; welcome as this additional membership is, it nevertheless 
increased the need for a new base. 


METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION 

Sales for each month of 1942 were extracted from the original 
schedules for that year, occasional gaps being filled where 
possible from the 1942 figures reported for comparison in 1943. 
Each retailer’s sales for the month were then divided by the 
number of selling days he reported on the same schedule, and 
similarly the total of the sales he reported during the whole year 
was divided by the total of his twelve months’ selling days. At this 
stage various inaccuracies in the original data came to light and 
were corrected by reference to the retailers themselves through 
the appropriate trade association. Very occasionally indeed an 
estimate had to be accepted where no record of fact was available. 
Every care has been taken to make the base sample as full, as 
representative and as accurate as possible. 

The average daily sales thus obtained for each division of 
merchandise were then aggregated into district and national 
totals, both for each month and for the year as a whole. The 
latter figure formed the base for the index of each group and the 
monthly figures were each expressed as a percentage of it. These 
percentages constitute the series of monthly indexes for the 
base year. 

The index for total sales was formerly derived directly from the 
sum total of all the categories as reported, no deliberate weight- 
ing being introduced. The changed composition of the sample 
has led to one category—boots and shoes—representing a very 
much larger proportion of the total sales reported than of the 
sales in the country as a whole, so that this opportunity has 
been taken to give it a more appropriate weight. In calculating 
the new index numbers for the country as a whole the recorded 
sales of boots and shoes have been divided by two in all cases, 
and the same procedure will be followed in future monthly 
comparisons ; 
weighted, as footwear is not seriously overweighted in the dis- 
tricts owing to the large proportion of footwear sales that cannot 
be allocated. 

When the new set of index numbers for 1942 had been estab- 
lished in this way, figures for each month in 1941 and 1943 were 
calculated by the link method as before, and the same will be 
done for future months until it becomes necessary to establish a 
new base. As yet there has been no important change in the 
size or composition of the sample from that used in calculating 
the base, which recorded sales of nearly £410 million in the 
year. 

No attempt has been made to calculate monthly index numbers 
for years earlier than 1941; the only method would be to use 
the links derived from the old series, which were not only subject 
to the errors described above, but were derived from the old 
sample of contributors. If one wants to study the seasonal 
pattern of sales in earlier years, it would be much better to use 
the old index numbers. 

Annual figures have, however, been calculated back to 1937 
on the new basis so as to make possible some sort of comparison 
with pre-war sales. These cannot claim a very high degree of 
accuracy, but nothing better is available and the errors are 
much less serious if a comparison is only wanted between (say) 
1940 with 1943 than if comparisons between individual months 
are needed. 

One further improvement has been introduced with the 
publication of the new index numbers: six new series for 
separate categories (piece-goods, women’s wear, men’s and boys’ 
wear, boots and shoes, furnishing departments and hardware) 
are now published for the first time. They have been computed 


Supplementary Index Numbers 


(Average Daily Sa 


the district figures, however, have not been . 
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by exactly the same method as the older series, but the sample 
is not considered sufficiently large to justify publishing separate 
figures for each district. The index numbers for the country as 
a whole in 1941, 1942 and 1943 are shown in the table below. 


DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN OLD AND NEW SERIES 


The need for establishing a new base can be seen by comparing 
the movement of sales between the various months of 1942 as 
shown by the old index numbers with that found by direct cal- 
culation, the simplest method of making the comparison being 
to scale the old 1942 figures up or down so as to average 100. 

If this is done, the discrepancies are much less striking in the 
food series than in non-food merchandise ; this was, of course, 
to be expected, since food sales are always relatively stable, and 
even more so in war-time, so that there is less scope for dis- 
crepancies. The only difference of over 4 per cent. is in Sep- 
tember, for which month the old series has recorded a most 
improbable dip in sales ever since 1940 ; probably the beginning 
of heavy air-raids accounted for the initial error, which was bound 
to reappear in each subsequent year. 

In the case of apparel, the old series showed sales materially 
too high in January, April and September, and materially too 
low in July and November, the worst discrepancy being about 
9 per cent. in September. In each of these months nearly all 
the districts showed an error in the same direction, but rather 
strangely Central London was often the nearest to the mark, 
although air raids might have been expected to upset the series 
more here than elsewhere. 

The worst discrepancies are in the household goods series. \ Here 
no less than eight of the twelve months show differences of over 
4 per cent., the excesses being in June to October inclusive, and 
the deficiencies in February, April and November ; the worst is 
for February (nearly 10 per cent.). 

The series for total sales and non-food merchandise mainly 
reflect the results noted for their principal components. Thanks 
mainly to the importance of its food component, together with 
a tendency for errors to cancel one another, the former shows no 
discrepancy exceeding 4 per cent. ; August sales were shown as 
too low by approximately this amount. 


CHANGED SEASONAL MOVEMENT IN WAR-TIME 

It is interesting to compare the month-to-month movement in 
sales in the new base year 1942, with that recorded for the old 
one, 1937. The table on page 125 gives the figures for the country 
as a whole; since the average for the twelve months is in all cases 
100 one can see directly the extent to which any month is above 
or below the average in each year. 

Two factors besides war-time conditions must be borne in 


mind in considering the differences in the month-to-month - 


movement: to some extent the changes may be due to the 
different composition of the two samples, though there is no 
particular evidence to show that they are, and to some extent 
they may be due to upward or downward trends in one or both 
of the two years, rather than to seasonal factors. On this latter 
point it may be said that in 1937 there was an upward trend in 
sales of all categories except household goods, which partly 
accounted for the low figures in the early months; in 1942 
there was a very significant downward trend in household goods, 
due to the progressive fall in supplies and exhaustion of stocks. 
It is clear from the table that war conditions have greatly 
altered the old seasonal pattern, and in general produced a less 
uneven flow of sales ; some of the old forces, however, still retain 
considerable influence, notably the Christmas trade and the low 
demand for non-food merchandise in August. One factor which 
has almost completely lost its influence is the half-yearly clear- 
ance sale, which used to affect sales of household goods in par- 


of Retail Sales, 1941 to 1943 


les in 1942 = 100) 














| Piece-goods Women’s Wear | Men’s and Boys’ } Boots and Shoes Furnishing Hardware 
Wear Departments 
Period | 

1941 | 1942 | 1943] 1941 | 1942 | 1943] 1941 | 1942 | 1943] 1941 | 1942 | 1943] 1941 | 1942 | 1943] 1941 | 1942 | 1943 

January evs dee ove 99 | 112 79 | 87 95 | 69 77 92} 60 74 98 74 78 | 103 93} 105 | 95) 87 
February... ees sae 89 | 102 77} 84] 87 66 78 | 95 | 56 71 91 75 76 | 105 | 941107 | 104 | 94 
March o 103 | 113 | 103 | 98; 100 | 93] 103 | 134 89 | 93 | 102 91 82 | lll 92 | 118 | 114 | 100 
April ... 104 | 105 | 104 | 108 | 100 | 111 | 117 | 109 | 110 | 107 | 116 | 113 86 | 112 90 | 120 | 120 | 102 
May ... 103 | 93] 89] 114) 93 89 | 133 95 | 83] 115 | 102 90} 82 99} 84] 114] 109} 93 
June ... 114; 99/| 741103] 109} 80] 114 107 73] 104; 119] 98] 83; 93 78} 108 | 93) 89 
July ... bos ive -- | 79) 84] 70] 85} 90] 69] 90; 80} 59] 88] 93) 82] 88] 89] 781107} 89)| 86 
August en “- -- | 75] 79| 69] 83] 83] 72] 82] 70| 56] 90} 93] 82] 96) 86; 80}122|] 96] 93 
September ... ~ ove 94} 93] 105] 90] 91] 120] 94; 80] 104] 90| 90] 109]105| 94] 831/110} 94) 87 
October See jon ose 97|117| 97] 95 | 125 | 105] 103 | 119| 92] 92] 109] 90]105)| 97 88} 108 | 94 | 93 
November ... ee --» | 98] 101} 89] 96/107} 91] 100/106; 85] 87] 89} 78]113|) 98; 85]105| 91) 90 
December ... Sos -- | 107 | 99} 92] 117] 118 | 109] 118/113 | 98]105| 99] 89] 128 | 109 | 100 | 124 | 102 | 112 
Year ... al -- | 97] 100} 87] 97] 100| 90] 101 | 100; 80] 93) 100} 89] 94) 100} 87] 112/| 100| 94 
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Movement of Daily Sales in 1937 and 1942 
Household Non-food Food and Total—All 

'!Month Apparel * Goods f¢ Merchandise ft Perishables Departments 
1937 1942 1937 1942 1937 1942 1937 1942 1937 1942 

January ... mn ia vey _ 88 95 108 104 94 95 91 94 93 95 
February as ous ue 68 90 84 106 77 94 94 99 86 97 
March ... oer. wh, ies 85 108 96 112 90 103 104 100 97 192 
April baa a 4 bes 99 106 101 114 97 102 95 102 96 102 
May : ae y 5 119 95 98 102 109 95 107 102 108 99 
June 107 lll 92 92 98 100 97 99 98 99 
July ows see dit “ar 108 88 117 90 106 89 97 102 152 97 
August ... ns ie ove 69 82 82 91 76 88 94 100 5 95 
September aoe oss Bs! 92 88 95 94 92 92 97 98 95 96 
October ... sis ere ae 107 120 103 97 102 lll 100 99 101 104 
November 108 103 99 94 105 105 102 97 104 101 
December 146 112 122 104 152 125 120 106 135 114 
Average ... 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
































* Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
+ Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
} Including, in addition to the above, fancy departments, sports and travel goods and miscellaneous and unspecified goods. 


ticular ; the July index for this group was actually the lowest 
of all twelve in 1942, instead of the second highest. 

The apparel group shows on the whole the biggest change in 
its seasonal pattern. This used to include very regular and very 
substantial fluctuations, the December peak being more than 
twice as high as the troughs in February and August. The war- 
time variations are mainly governed by the releases of coupons 
(together, in 1942, with the announcement about style restric- 
tions), and so do not follow any set pattern from year to year ; 
they are on the whole smaller than the peace-time ones, but 
with the gradual reduction of consumers’ reserves of clothing, 
the movement in 1943 was considerably larger than in 1942, 
The choice of 1st February and Ist August for 1944 coupon 
releases may reduce the fluctuations, as these months normally 
have such low sales. 

In household goods there used regularly to be three active 
months—December (due to Christmas), and July and January 
(due to “ sales”). If allowance is made for the downward trend 
in 1942 it is clear that the December peak remains, being 
reinforced by the public’s desire for coupon-free Christmas. 
presents—this is very evident in the 1943 figures. Apart from 
this, sales have become much less liable to seasonal forces, being 
now linked closely to incoming supplies, which were fairly stable 
in 1943. 

A special calculation shows that the remaining sales of non-, 
food merchandise were very stable during 1942, apart from a 
very sharp rise at the end of the year, when Christmas buying 
brought December over 50 per cent. above the year’s average. 


This explains why the December index for non-food merchandise 
is so far above those for apparel and household goods. 

On food and perishables one need only say that sales were 
always relatively stable throughout the year, and war-time 
conditions have greatly reduced such fluctuations as there 
were—viz., the peak in December and the following low sales 
in January and February, the minor peaks at Easter and Whit- 
sun, and the trough in August. 

These sectional changes, together with the increased proportion 
of food sales in war-time, have combined to make the index of 
total sales very much steadier in 1942 than in 1937, only December 
being outside the range 95 to 104. 


INDEX NUMBERS OF APPAREL STOCKS 


In order to complete the task of putting all index numbers on 
a sounder basis, the series for apparel stocks has been re-calcu- 
lated. The old series already had the 1942 average as a base, 
but it had been computed by taking the month-to-month 
movement shown by such retailers as reported stocks in each 
of the two adjacent months instead of by the more reliable 
method of isolating a constant sample which reported throughout 
the year. The base for the new series has been arrived at by 
this latter method, which is the one adopted for sales, and the 
figures for other years found by applying the percentage changes 
between one month and the corresponding one a year earlier. 

The differences between the new figures and the old are of little 
importance. 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks 


(Average Monthly S 


tocks in 1942 = 100) 











Dress Materials Women’s Wear Men’s and Boys’ Wear Boots and Shoes 
Month § 
1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 |] 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 

January... oat 78 94 101 89 72 83 100 84 83 96 99 102 101 117 84 81 
February ... 35 93 | 103 | 105 79 87 | 109 91 | 100 | 104 108 | 118 97 

March ms a6 ee 105 107 88 92 115 97 100 108 112 115 85 

April 114 108 104 93 97 114 99 99 106 109 110 82 

May 115 110 102 93 102 113 98 103 lll 109 106 78 

June 116 106 101 100 102 115 105 100 113 105 97 75 

July 118 97 102 97 102 112 105 100 117 107 96 76 

August oes 114 99 101 96 107 113 104 101 117 110 91 74 . 
September ... 115 98 94 102 113 105 108 104 113 113 93 72 
October 112 93 92 102 110 100 lll 101 113 119 86 71 
November ... 107 92 91 102 | 110 98 113 | 100 | 116 122 87 75 
December ... 105 95 86 90 95 85 105 95 | 101 122 83 17 





















































§ The figures relate to stocks at the end of the month. 
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British Postal Trafic 


AVERAGE DAILY RECEIPTS 


The average daily receipts of the Post Office in the United 
Kingdom from postal traffic per working day in each month from 
January 1943 to February 1944 are shown below. Telegraph and 
telephone receipts, savings bank and money and postal order 
business are excluded, but the value of postage stamps used for 
receipt stamps and other revenue duties is included. 














Proportion to 
Average Amount | Average Receipts 
of Money in the corresponding} Increase 
Period Received Daily period of 1924-34 or 
(except 1926) Decrease 
1943-44 
1943 1944 1943 1944 

£ £ Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. 

January 185,568 | 217,386 149-6 175-3 +171 

February 189,539 | 209,972 | 156-8 173°7 + 10-8 
March 191,775 154-2 
April 208,827 165-7 
May 204,540 162-7 
June 220,653 177-0 
July 213,342 168-6 
August --- | 207,498 172-6 
September ... | 202,777 159-3 
October .- | 212,046 159-5 
November ... | 226,765 170-8 
December ... | 266,731 158-0 
Year 210,838 162-8 




















The decrease of about 34 per cent. in daily postal receipts 


between January and February was rather more than the move- 
ment in a normal year and compares with a small increase in 
1943. The index number based on the average receipts in the 
corresponding period of 1924-34 (except 1926) fell from 175-3 to 
173-7. Receipts in February were 10-8 per cent. higher than a 
year earlier; this compares with increases of 17-1 per cent. in 
January and about 10 per cent. for the whole of last year. 





Announcements 


Nore : Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade 
Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents or 
direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may 
not be immediately available. 


Control of Growing Trees and Home-grown 
Round Timber in the Log 


The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Growing Trees 
and Home-grown Round Timber in the Log (No. 1) Order, 1944 
(S. R. & O. 1944 No. 269, price 3d.) which consolidates the pro- 
visions for controlling the acquisition and disposal of growing 
trees and home-grown round timber, and also the felling of 
growing trees. It also consolidates and extends maximum 
prices for growing trees for home-grown round timber. 

Growing Trees. The provisions relating to growing trees 
replace those hitherto set out in the Control of Growing Trees 
(Nos. 1, 2 and 3) Orders which are now revoked. The principal 
changes are as follows: (1) The new Order reduces from 1,000 
cubic feet to 250 cubic feet the quantity which may be felled 
without licence in any one calendar month. (2) The expression 
“growing tree” is defined as meaning any tree (excluding 
orchard trees but including coppice and underwood) of which 
the diameter measured over bark at the point 5 feet from the 
ground exceeds 3 inches. (3) Precise instructions are now given 
in the Schedule on the method to be adopted in ascertaining the 
cubic content of the tree and the applicable size category in the 
price table. It is made clear that for these purposes trees of 
uniform taper are to be treated as one unit but in the case of 
trees which are not uniform each length between stops must be 
treated separately. It is also made clear that in the case of trees 
which are not of uniform taper the higher prices provided for 
selected trees only apply to the butt.length. 

Home-grown Round Timber. The home-grown round timber 
in the log covered by this Order is any such round timber 
(whether cut into lengths or not) of which the butt diameter 
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measured under bark or without bark exceéds 3 inches. This 
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excludes home-grown pitprops, round timber prepared for the 
production of wood wool, pulpwood, round timber prepared for 
use as telegraph or transmission poles, and round timber which 
may reasonably be considered fit for fuel purposes or for charcoal 
manufacture. These continue to be covered by the Control of 
Timber Orders which have regulated them hitherto. 

The prohibition of acquisition of home-grown round timber ex- 
cept under licence and of disposal except to a person holding a 
licence to acquire, hitherto covered under the Control of Timber 
(No. 21) Order, 1941 (see Board of Trade Journal, 10th January 
1942, page 20) is now included in the present Order. The treatment, 
use and consumption of home-grown round timber are, however, 
not affected by the new Order and remain subject to licence 
under the Control of Timber (No. 21) Order as before. 

The provisions referred to above, relating to the ascertainment 
of cubic contents and size category of growing trees, also apply 
to home-grown round timber. 

Maximum prices for home-grown round timber are now based 
on two sets of basis prices ; one for the timber felled and trimmed 
and lying at the stump, and the other for the timber delivered 
by the seller to the nearest convenient railway loading station. 
Provision is made for delivery by road to buyers’ premises and 
also for other methods of delivery. Where, however, any addi- 
tions to the basis prices are permitted the amount of each such 
addition must be agreed between the seller and the buyer, and 
must be shown on the former’s invoice. 

A single table now includes on one page the prices both of 
growing trees and of home-grown round timber in the log (thus 
replacing Table 1 of the Control of Timber (No. 19) Order, 1941 
(see Board of Trade Journal, 6th February 1941, page 82). It 
also contains amplifications designed to cover all dimensions or 
species in commercial use. 

Provision is made for agreements in writing entered into 
before the coming into force of this Order at prices not exceeding 
the legal maximum price then obtaining to be carried out not- 
withstanding the new Order. Similarly licences granted before 
the coming into force of this Order will still be valid until their 
normal date of expiry. 


Timber Stock Returns 
FORM P.W. 3/8/2 


It has come to the notice of the Timber Control Department 
of the Ministry of Supply that certain mines are under the im- 
pression that stock returns on Form P.W. 3/8/2 need only be 
rendered every two months. This impression is erroneous, and 
is due to a misreading of the Announcement in the Board of Trade 
Journal, 22nd January 1944 regarding modifications to other 
stock returns. Mines are asked to continue to render their 
stock returns on Form P.W. 3/8/2 to the District Pitwood Officer 
every month. 


HULL DISTRICT PITWOOD OFFICE 


. Mr. H.N. Corry has been appointed District Pitwood Officer, 
District No. 3 (Hull). The address of the District No. 3 Office is 
Commerce House, Paragon Street, Hull. 


Utility Linings 


The Board of Trade have issued the Linings (Use of Utility 
Cloth) Directions, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 318, price 1d.) 
which permit, for a period of six months from 30th March, 
the use of any utility linings, including interlinings and trimmings, 
but excluding corset linings, in the manufacture of non-utility 
garments (on which the utility mark must not appear). The 
position will be reviewed at the end of the six months. 

Arrangements are under consideration, and will shortly be 
announced, to permit nucleus and designated firms to acquire 
limited quantities of utility linings, in addition to their normal 
allocations, for the purpose of making non-utility garments. 

Makers up of men’s, youths, and boys’ utility outerwear and 
of women’s and maids’ utility outerwear are reminded that the 
types of cloth which may be used as lining in these garments 
are described in paragraph 3, sub-paragraph (2) of the Utility 
Apparel (Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ Outerwear) Directions, 1943 
(see Board of Trade Journal, 13th November 1943, page 426) 
and in paragraph 1, sub-paragraph (3) of the Utility Apparel 
(Women’s and Maids’ Outerwear) (No. 2) Directions, 1944 (see 
Board of Trade Journal, 4th March 1944, page 77). Though 
minimum prices for linings are set out in relation to each lined 
garment described in the schedule to those Directions the prices 
apply only when non-utility linings or utility non-wool linings 
having three figure specification numbers are used. The other 
lining cloths permitted by the Directions may be used irrespective 
of the price paid to the manufacturer for them. 
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_ The Wool Yarn and Wool Cloth 
(Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1944 


The Board of Trade, in consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, have made the Wool Yarn and Wool 
Cloth (Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 
1944 No. 316, price 1d.) which comes into operation on 3rd April 
1944, and amends the existing Wool Cloth (Maximum Prices and 
Charges) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 28th August 
1943, page 317). The new Order permits spinners of woollen 


_yarn and manufacturers of woven wool cloth whose premises are 


situated in Cumberland, Durham, Northumberland or West- 
morland or in Scotland to take into account as one of the items 
making up their maximum price either the present cost of carrying 
out the processes of conversion or the cost of carrying out those 
processes on 30th June 1942, plus 5 per cent. whichever is the 
less. The provision in the previous Order limited this item to 
the present cost or the 30th June 1942 cost, whichever is the less. 


Cotton Board Appointments 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed as members 
of the Cotton Board Mr. W. W. Higgin, Mr. John D. Greenwood 
and Mr. P. S. Rendall in place, respectively, of Mr. W. J. 
Walmsley and Mr. J. Nelson, who have resigned, and of the late 
Mr. J. 8. Addison. 

Mr. Higgin, who has been appointed “as having special 
knowledge of buying and selling cotton fibre,” is for the time 
being President of the Liverpool Cotton Association; Mr. 
Greenwood, appointed “as having special knowledge of the 
business of weaving,” is director and manager of Messrs. Barlow 
Bros. and Greenwood Ltd. and is vice-chairman of the Blackburn 
District Cotton Employers’ Association. Mr. Rendall is a 
Managing Director of Courtaulds Ltd., as was Mr. Addison 
whom he succ eeds on the Cotton Board as the member appointed 
‘‘as having special knowledge of the business of manufacturing 
rayon fibre.” 


Export Licensing 
EXPORT OF GOODS (CONTROL) (No. 1) ORDER 


The principal changes effected by the Export of Goods (Con- 
trol) (No. 1) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 320, price 1d.) are 
as follows: — 

(1) it extends export control, as from 17th April 1944, to 
cover shuttles and shuttle bodies, wholly or mainly of wood ; 
floor coverings made partly of wood flour or cork; canes and 
rattans ; willow rods and willow sticks ; and echo sounders ; 

(2) it removes export control, as from 28th March 1944 
(except from goods exported to those destinations to which the 
export of all goods is prohibited), from electric lighting carbons, 
certain chemicals and certain pharmaceutical preparations ; 

(3) it removes Iceland, as from 28th March 1944, from the list 
of countries and territories to which the export of all goods is 
prohibited. Licences will continue to be necessary for exports 
to Iceland of goods included in the Schedule to the Export of 
Goods (Control) (No. 10) Order, 1943. 

Goods affected by the Order are dealt with in detail below :— 


I. Licences will be required to export the following classes of 
goods to all destinations :—Shuttles and shuttle bodies, wholly 
or mainly of wood ; floor coverings made partly of wood flour or 
cork; canes and rattans unmounted, whether split or not; 
willow rods and willow sticks, peeled or unpeeled, whether split 
or not; echo sounders. 

(Operative from 17th April 1944) 


II. The item relating to gums, resins and lacs has been re- 
placed by the item ‘‘ Gums, resins (including oleoresins) and lacs, 
natural, not specified elsewhere in this Schedule, and mixtures 
(other than medicinal preparations) containing such gums, 
resins and lacs.” ; 

(Operative from 17th April 1944) 


III. The following amendments have been made to the 
Schedule to the Export of Goods (Control) (No. 10) Order, 1943 : 

(a) The following items have been deleted :— 

“ Aloxite,” “ Alundum” and ‘“ Carborundum” (under the 
heading ‘‘ Abrasives”). The export of the first two items con- 
tinues to be controlled as aluminium oxide, fused, and of the last 
item as silicon carbide. 

(b) The following items have been added :— | 

“ Textile machinery parts, the following :— 

Parts of circular hosiery knitting machines the following :— 

Beds, plates and cambox-carriages, whether or not fitted with 
cam boxes. 

Parts of roller cotton drafting system, the following :— 

Cradles for positioning leather drafting aprons. 

Roller_stands and roller stand slides. 
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Saw tooth, knurled, sandblasted and other roughened rollers 
except fluted rollers.” 
(Operative from 17th April 1944) 


IV. The existing control in respect of carbon electrodes has 
been modified and the item relating thereto has been replaced by 
the item “ Carbon electrodes other than electric lighting carbons.” 

(Operative from 28th March 1944) 


V. Licences will not be required, in future, in respect of the 
following goods, unless exported to those destinations to which 
the export of all goods is controlled :— 

Camphor monobromide; iodides, inorganic * ; 
iodoform ; iodoxyl; and sodium campho-sulphonate. 

(* It should be noted, however, that the export of certain 
inorganic iodides continues to be controlled under other specific 
headings in the List, e.g. lead and zinc iodides.) 

(Operative from 28th March 1944) 


VI. The item “Calcium glycerophosphate and its prepara- 
tions” has been deleted from the Schedule to the Export of 
Goods (Control) (No. 10) Order, 1943, but it should be noted 
that the export of calcium glycerophosphate continues to be 
controlled under the item relating to phosphorus and phos- 
phorus compounds. 

(Operative from 28th March 1944) 


VII. The headings in respect of certain drugs and their pre- 
parations included in Group 13 of the Schedule to the Export of 
Goods (Control) (No. 10) Order, 1943, have been revised and 
licences will not, in future, be necessary for the export of certain 
preparations of these drugs except in respect of destinations to 
which the export of all goods is controlled. 

The revised headings in respect of the drugs, etc., affected are 
as follows :— 

** Adrenalin and its salts (including solutions containing pre- 
servatives)”; ‘“‘atropine and its salts”; ‘ benzocaine” ; 
“camphor”; “cantharides”; ‘‘cantharidin”; “ chaul- 
moogra, oil of”; “‘cinchophen”; ‘‘ ephedra” ; “ ergometrine 
and its salts”; ‘“‘ergot (including prepared ergot), and its 
extracts and tinctures”; “‘ ergotamine and its salts”; “ ergo- 
toxine and its salts”; “ gentian and its extracts, tinctures and 
infusions (simple or compound)”; “leptandra”; “ licorice 
root and its extracts”’; “male fern and its extract” ; “‘ men- 
thol, natural and synthetic”; ‘methyl salicylate”; ‘‘ niketha- 
mide”; “ parathyroid”; “ pituitary gland and its extracts” ; 
“ podophyllin resin”; “‘ pregneninolone (anhydrohydroxy pro- 
gesterone)”; “ procaine and its salts (including solutions con- 
taining preservatives)”; “progesterone”; ‘“santonin” ; 
** scilla (squill) and its extracts and tinctures, and preparations 
of red squill”; “slippery elm bark”; “ sodium salicylate” ; 
‘*thyroid”; and “witchhazel, distilled, and mixtures con- 
taining distilled witchhazel.” 

(Operative from 28th March 1944) 


iodine ; 


Export Licensing Department 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The Export Licensing Department (Board of Trade) will 
shortly move from Inveresk House, 346 Strand, London, W.C.2, 
and Alexandra House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, to 3 Bank 
Buildings, Princes Street, London, E.C.2, and Stafford House, 
King William Street, London, E.C.4. It is hoped that the move 
will be completed before Easter. On and after 30th March 1944 
all communications should be sent to Export Licensing Depart- 
ment, Board of Trade, 3 Bank Buildings, London, E.C.2 
(CLErkenwell 4373). Persons wishing to interview any member 
of the staff are advised to ascertain in advance from Inveresk 
House (TEMple Bar 1221, Ext. 6) at which premises they should 
attend. 


Trading with the Enemy 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


There is no change in the Statutory List ‘‘ A” as published 
in the Board of Trade Journal of 25th March 1944, page 114. 


Insurance of Motor Goods Vehicles 


In December 1943 insurers of motor goods vehicles agreed to 
continue and extend, without any general increase in rates, 
existing policies for motor goods vehicles while used within a group 
scheme although the Emergency Powers (Road Vehicles and 
Drivers) Order, 1939, removed certain restrictions on “ A,” 
‘* B,” and “C” licences under the Road and Rail Traffic Act, 
1933. 

The same concession has been agreed to in respect of vehicles 
used for other purposes on a certificate by an officer of the 
Ministry of War Transport that such use is necessary (1) to deal 
with.an emergency or (2) because there were no other vehicles 








128 THE BOARD OF 


available which were licensed and insured for haulage for reward. 
These certificates are issued by District Transport Officers and 
are not issued for: (1) Normal work for the Road Haulage 
Organisation of the Ministry ; (2) Civil Defence Work; (3) Use 
which could be put on a non-emergency footing. The insurers 
have now agreed that these arrangements shall be in force until 
30th June 1944. 


Laxobac 


The Central Price Regulation Committee has approved the 
arrangement of Messrs. E. Griffiths Hughes Ltd., Adelphi, 
Salford, Manchester, whereby their Laxobac tablets will in 
future be supplied at double the present size and at the same 
relative price as that already approved. 

The amended prices inclusive of purchase tax for the new 
double-sized pack will be as follows :—wholesalers’ price to 
retailers, 5s. 4d. per box of 48 new units ; retailers’ selling price, 
7s. per box of 48 new units (2d. per unit if sold loose). 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 25th March 1944 were wheat, 15s. 9d.; barley, 27s. 8d. ; 
and oats, 16s, 4d. 


British Standard Specification 
REVISION OF STANDARDS FOR TUBING OILS 


A war-emergency Revision of B.S. 489-1933, Turbine Oils, 
have been issued by the B.S.I. The revision affects the Table of 
Grades, and two new grades are now included, these being alter- 


natives to the existing heavy and extra heavy grades and _ 


having a lower cold test. A modification has also been made to 
the method of test for deleterious sulphur. 

Copies of this revision (which is in the form of an amendment 
slip under the reference P.D. 211) may be obtained gratis on 
receipt of a stamped, addressed envelope, from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1. 


Postal Notices 


CURTAILMENT OF OVERSEAS 
AIR MAIL SERVICES 


The Postmaster-General announces that for operational 
reasons some curtailment of overseas air mail services has 
become necessary. The civil air mail services to Gibraltar, 
Portugal, Azores, Cape Verde Islands, Madeira, Spain, Canary 
Islands, Switzerland, French and Spanish Morocco, Tangier, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Corsica have been suspended. The civil 
air mail services to other countries will be continued, but with 
greater liability to delay. The air mail service to prisoners of 
war and internees in Europe, except in Sweden (including air- 
letter cards) has also been suspended. 

Except in the case of Gibraltar, mails for the Forces overseas 
are not affected: in the case of Gibraltar air mails for Forces 
and civilians will be suspended. 


POST OFFICE SERVICES AT EASTER 


The Postmaster-General announces that on Good Friday, 
7th April, postal, telegraph and telephone facilities at Post 
Offices in England and Wales and Northern Ireland will generally 
be as on an ordinary week-day. 

Saturday, 8th April, will not be a general holiday, but the 
Government have recommended that this day should be an 
Approved Holiday for industry, subject to the exigencies of the 
war situation. In districts therefore where this day will be 
generally observed as a holiday, postal services (including the 
hours of counter business) will be reduced, in some cases, down 
to those of a normal Bank Holiday. Telegraph delivery services 
will, however, be maintained as on an ordinary week-day. 

Easter Monday, 10th April, will be observed as a Public 
Holiday in England and Wales and Northern Ireland and at all 
Post Offices the postal, telegraph and telephone facilities, 
including the hours of counter business, deliveries and collections, 
will be as on a normal Bank Holiday. 


PHOTOGRAPHS TO PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVILIAN 
INTERNEES IN JAPANESE HANDS 


In view of the many inquiries as to whether snapshots can be 
sent to prisoners of war and civilian internees in Japanese hands, 
the following statement is issued by the Post Office. 

The British Censorship Authorities will pass unmounted 
personal photographs enclosed in letters to the Far East. Such 
slight information as is available regarding the Japanese attitude 
suggests that photographs might possibly not be stopped by 
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the Japanese Authorities, but efforts which have been made 
to obtain official confirmation on this point have met with no 
success. For the present, therefore, anyone who sends a photo- 
graph does so entirely at this own risk. The names and addresses 
of the sender and addressee but nothing else should be written 
in block letters on the back of each photograph. 


G.P:0. APPOINTMENTS 


The Postmaster-General has approved the following appoint- 
ments to take effect at the beginning of May 1944: Mr. R. A. 
Little to be Director of Postal Services and Mr. H. Townshend to 
be Director of Telecommunications Services. 


LONDON POSTAL REGION: APPOINTMENT OF 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR 


The Postmaster-General has approved the following appoint- 
ment: Mr. P. W. B. Stanley, Deputy Regional Director, to be 
Regional Director, London Postal Region on the retirement of 
Mr. J. Davidson, C.B.E., at the end of June next. 


Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


Canada 


PROHIBITED IMPORTS 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded 
copies of Memoranda WM No. 82, Supplements Nos. 6 and 7, 
dated 10th and 19th February respectively, issued by the Depart- 
ment of National Revenue, which state that by Orders in Council 
(P.C. 720 and 918) the importation into Canada of the following 
goods is prohibited except under and in accordance with the 
terms of a permit issued by or on behalf of the Minister of 
National Revenue. 

Sodium citrate; potassium citrate; riboflavin (also known 
as vitamin B2, vitamin G, lactoflavin) in uncompounded form ; 
nicotine acid (also known as niacine, pyridine-carboxylic acid) ; 
nicotinic acid amide (also known as niacinamide, nicotinamide) ; 
caffeine and salts thereof; theobromine and salts thereof; 


peppermint oil. 


MAXIMUM PRICE REGULATIONS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 9th October 1943, page 386, and 
previous notices, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa 
has notified the following additions to the list of goods eligible 
for import subsidy only when prior to importation, an arrange- 
ment has been entered into with the Commodity Prices Stabilisa- 
tion Corporation Ltd. 

Artists’ and school children’s colours valued at more than 
$4.00 per gross (tariff item ex 247a). Fitted boxes containing 
artists’ and school children’s colours valued at more than 
$55.00 per gross (item ex 247a). 

Artists’ brushes valued at more than $15.00 per gross (item 
ex 247a). 

Oils and fats, vegetable, animal, marine or marine animal, for 
the manufacture of soap or shortening (items ex 13, 14, 208t, 
258, 259, 259a, 259b, 265, 265a, 266, 276a, 277, 277a, 278, 278a, 
278b, 278c, 278e, 279, 280, 711, 824, 838 and 839 et al.). 

Concentrated orange juice for use in the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical products (item ex 152). 

Rubber, crude, including latex, balata, gutta percha and 
guayule; powdered waste or scrap rubber; recovered rubber, 
synthetic rubbers known as GR-S (Buna 8), GR-I (Buty]), 
and GR-M (Neoprene); all rubber substitutes (items 616 
616a, 616b). 

Rubber products being articles or products manufactured 
wholly or in part of natural rubber of any kind (including latex, 
balata, gutta percha, guayule, scrap and reclaim or of synthetic 
rubber of the types known as GR-S (Buna S), GR-I (Buty)), 
and GR-M (Neoprene) (items 616c, 616d, 616e, 617, 618, 618a, 
618b, 619, ex 619a, 684, ex 711 et al.) ) 

Tomato paste or puree (item ex 89b). 

Baths, bathtubs and other goods ciassified under tariff item 
289. 

Veneers, plywood and other goods classified under tariff items 
507, 507a, 507b, 507c, 507d and 507e. 

Metallic ribbon or braid commonly known as “ gold lace” 
(items ex 562 565, et al.). 
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CUSTOMS TARIFF 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded 
copies of Memoranda Series D. No. 47, T.C.111 Supplement 
No. 1, T.C. 120 Revised, T.C. 149, T.C. 151 and T.C. 152, issued 
by the Department of National Revenue, which contain the 
following information :— 

By Order in Council P.C. 721 of 7th February, goods specified 
in the following tariff items (540c and 540d) will be exempt from 
customs duties when originating in-and imported from countries 
the products of which are entitled to British Preferential Tariff 
treatment during the period Ist March 1944 to 3lst December 
1944. 

‘Item 540 (c). Towelling and glass cloth of crash or huck 
with or without lettering or monograms woven in, table cloths 
and napkins of crash with coloured borders, in fhe web, wholly 
of flax or hemp; woven fabrics, in the web, composed in part 
of flax or hemp, not containing silk, artificial silk nor wool. 

Item 540 (d). Towels and glass cloths of crash or huck, with 
or without lettering or monograms woven in, table cloths and 
napkins of crash with coloured borders, wholly or in part of flax 
or hemp, not containing silk, artificial silk nor wool. 

By Orders in Council P.C. 208, P.C. 686, P.C. 688 and P.C. 722 
the following new tariff items have been established. 

Item 216e. Materials of a kind not produced in Canada when 
imported to be used for plasticizing vinyl resins. (Effective 
lst December 1943.) 

British Preferential, Intermediate and General Tariff—Free. 

(Item 238, particulars of which were published in the Board of 
Trade Journal, 3rd July 1943 (page 248) has been cancelled.) 

Item 219f. Mixtures containing thiocyanates and rotenoids 
for use in combating destructive insects and pests. (Effective 
lst December 1943). 

British Preferential Tariff—Free, Intermediate Tariffi—7} per 
cent. ad val. General Tariff—15 per cent. ad val. 

Item 192e. Gasket stock, wholly or in part of vegetable fibres, 
coated or impregnated, in sheets or rolls, when imported by 
manufacturers of gaskets, for use only in the manufacture of 
gaskets in their own factories. (Effective lst December 1943.) 

British Preferential, Intermediate and General Tariff—Free. 

Item 440p. Direct and inertia starters with or without 
related operating gear and parts thereof; generators} voltage 
control boxes; batteries; de-icing and anti-icing equipment 
and parts thereof, not including parts of rubber; vacuum 
pumps with related operating gear and parts thereof; landing 
and navigation lights; propellers; hydraulic jacks and pumps 
and parts thereof ; aircraft wheels ; aircraft brakes with related 
operating gear and parts thereof; aircraft tyres and tubes ; 
oil coolers ; fuel pressure warming devices ; exhaust gas analy- 
sers; pressure fire extinguishers; primer pumps; instruments 
excepting fuel contents gauges ; bolts, nuts, cocks, turnbuckles, 


clevis and pins, swaged wires and tie rods; bars, tubes, extru- . 


sions and forgings of aluminium, aluminium alloys and mag- 
nesium alloys; steel tubing; all the foregoing when of types 
and sizes not made in Canada and imported for use exclusively 
in the manufacture or for spares, overhaul or repair of the goods 
enumerated in *Tariff Item 440] under such regulations as the 
Minister may prescribe. (Effective 15th January 1944.) 

British Preferential Tariff—Free, Intermediate Tariff—Free. 
General Tariff—27} per cent. ad val. 

* Reads: “ Aircraft and complete parts thereof, n.o.p., not 
including engines, under regulations prescribed by the Minister.” 

(Tariff Item 832, particulars of which were published in the 
Board of Trade Journal, 16th January 1941 (page 25)—has been 
cancelled.) 


Mexico 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Mexican 
“Diario Oficial’? of 18th December 1943 which contains a 
Decree, effective as from 18th February 1944, regarding modifica- 
tions of the import duties applicable to a number of goods 
imported into Mexico. Particulars are given below of some of 
the items involved, with the present rates of duty, and a com- 
plete list, in Spanish, of the goods affected, which include, 
inter alia, certain kinds of machinery and parts, electrical equip- 
ment, etc., may be seen by persons interested at the Department 
+ Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 

W.1. 








Tariff No. and Article Present Rate 
of Duty 
Cotton Yarns and Thread Pesos 


4.00.00. Cotton yarns, unbleached or bleached, containing per 


gramme: up to 24 metres eee Per legal kilo. 1-15 
4.00.00. More than 24 and up to 40 metres Per legal kilo. 1-30 
4.00.02. More than 40 and up to 60 metres _—Per legal kilo. 1-55 
4.00.03. More than 60 and up to 80 metres _Per legal kilo. 1-70 
4.00.04. More than 80 and up to 120 metres Per legal kilo. 1-95 
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Present Rate 
of Duty 


Tariff No. and Article 





Cotton Yarns and Thread Pesos 
4.00.05 More than 120 metres.. Per legal kilo. 2-20 
4.00.20. Cotton thread, unbleached or r bleached, not mercerised, 
on wooden reels... -» Per 10,000 metres 2: 80 
4.00.22. Cotton thread, dyed, not mercerised, on wooden reels 
Per 10,000 metres 2-80 
4.00.23. Cotton thread, unbleached or bleached, not mercerised, 
in any kind of container, when each gramme of its weight measures 
more than 80 metres ‘ Per legal kilo. 3-15 
4.00.24, Cotton thread, “dyed, “not mercerised, in any kind of 
container, when each gramme of its veight measures more than 
80 metres... Per legal kilo. 3-25 
4.00.28. Cotton thread, “unbleached or "bleached, not mercerised, 
not specially mentioned, in any kind of container Per legal kilo. 4-10 
4.00.29. Cotton thread, dyed, not mercerised, not specially 
mentioned, in any kind of container _.. Per legal kilo. 4-50 
4.00.30. Cotton thread, unbleached or : bleached, mercerised, on 
wooden reels... ‘ Per 10;000 metres 2-80 
4.00.32, Cotton thread, dyed, mercerised, on wooden reels 
Per 10,000 metres 2-80 
4.00.33. Cotton thread, unbleached or bleached, mercerised, in 
any kind of container, when each gramme of its weight measures 
more than 80 metres ‘ Per legal kilo. 3-15 
4.00.34, Cotton thread, dyed, mercerised, in any kind of container, 
when each gramme of its weight measures more than 80 metres 
Per legal kilo. 3-25 
4.00.38. Cotton thread, unbleached or bleached, mercerised, not 
— mentioned, in any kind of container _ Per legal kilo. 4:10 
00.39. Cotton thread, dyed, mercerised, not specially mentioned, 
in ao kind of container Per legal kilo. 4-50 


Cotton Tissues 
4.14.04. Cotton tissues, unbleached or bleached, of plain. weave, 
containing up to 40 yarns in warp and weft to the square centimetre 
and weighing more than 200 but not more than 250 grammes per 
square metre Per legal kilo. 1-60 
4.14.05. Cotton tissues, " anbleached or : bleached, of plain weave, 
containing up to 40 yarns in warp and weft to the square centimetre 
and weighing more than 250 but not more than 1,200 grammes per 
square metre Per legal kilo. 3-20 
4.14.14. Cotton tissues, “unbleached or r bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 40 and up to 60 yarns in warp and weft to the 
square centimetre and weighing more than 200 but not more than 
250 grammes per square metre ... Per legal kilo. 1-80 
4.14.15. Cotton tissues, unbleached or : bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 40 and up to 60 yarns in warp and weft to the 
—— centimetre and weighing more than 250 but not more than 
1,200 grammes per square metre . Per legal kilo. 3-25 
4.14.21. Cotton tissues, unbleached or r bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 60 yarns in warp and weft to the square centi- 
metre and weighing more than 50 but not more than 100 grammés 
per square metre... Per legal kilo. 6-00 
4.14.22. Cotton tissues, " anbleached or : bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 60 yarns in warp and weft to the square centi- 
metre and weighing more than 100 but not more than 150 grammes 
per square metre ... Per legal kilo. 4-00 
4.14.24. Cotton tissues, " anbleached or : bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 60 yarns in warp and weft to the square 
centimetre and weighing more than 200 but not more than 250 grammes 
per square metre... Per legal kilo. 2-20 
4.14.25. Cotton tissues, "unbleached or r bleached, of plain weave, 
containing more than 60 yarns in warp and weft to the square centi- 
metre and weighing more than 250 but not more than 1,200 grammes 
per square metre... Per legal kilo. 3-40 
4.14.34. Cotton tissues, ‘of uniform colour or figured, of plain 
weave, containing up to 40 yarns in warp and weft to the square 
centimetre and weighing more than 200 but not more than 
250 grammes per square metre ... ‘ Per legal kilo. 1-90 
4.14.35, Cotton tissues, of uniform colour or figured, of plain 
weave, containing up to 40 yarns in warp and weft to the square 
centimetre ‘and weighing more than 250 but not more than 
1,200 grammes per square metre .. i Per legal kilo. 3-30 
4.14.40. Cotton tissues, of uniform colour or figured, of plain weave, 
containing more than 40 and up to 60 yarns in warp and weft to the 
square centimetre and weighing per square metre: Up to 50 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 9-00 
4.14.41. More than 50 but not more than 100 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 6-00 
4.14.42, More than 100 but not more than 150 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 4-00 
4.14.43. More than 150 but not more than 200 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 
4.14.44, More than 200 but not more than 250 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 2-00 
4.14.45. More than 250 but not more than 1,200 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 3-40 
4, 14,51. Cotton tissues, of uniform colour or figured, of plain 
weave, containing more than 60 yarns in warp and weft to the 
square centimetre and weighing a square metre: more than 50 
but not more than 100 grammes .. Per legal kilo, 9-00 
4.14.52. More than 100 but not more than 150 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 6-00 
4.14.54. More than 200 but not more than 250 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 2-60 
4.14.55. More than 250 but not more than 1,200 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 3-40 
4.15.92. Cotton tissues, other than of plain weave, weighing per 
square metre: more than 100 but not more than 150 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 7-00 


2-50 
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Present Rate 
of duty 


Tariff No. and Article 





Pesos 

4.15.93. More than 150 but not more than 200 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 5-50 

4.15.94. More than 200 but not more than 250 grammes 
Per legal kilo. 3-40 


Chemical Products 

int bu Per legal kilo. 0-50 
Per legal kilo. 0-20 
Per legal kilo. 0-20 


6.00.11. Salicylic acid 
6-00.31. Carbolic acid 
6.00.32.% Cresylic acid 


6-06.56. Formaldehyde ... Per gross kilo. 0-08 
6.10.00. Carbonic acid ... oe - Per gross kilo. 0-15 
6.10.01. Hydrochloric or muriatic acid Per gross kilo. 0-15 
6.10.20.' Boric acid es oo ie Per legal kilo. 0-13 
6.10.21. Sulphuric acid ... Per gross kilo. 0-06 
6.12.21.* Sulphate of copper Per gross kilo. 0-05 
6.12.33. Sulphate of aluminium Per gross kilo. 0-18 
6.12.42. Sulphate of magnesium je Per gross kilo. 0-10 
6.12.50. Bicromates of potassium and sodium Per gross kilo. 0-08 
6.12.51. Chromates of potassium and sodium Per gross kilo. 0-08 
6.12.52. Carbonates of potassium and sodium 

Per 100 gross kilos. 1-50 
6.12.53. Chlorates of potassium and sodium Per gross kilo. 0:25 


6.12.55. Silicates of potassium and of sodium, melted, of vitreous 
consistency ... des x ove see Per gross kilo. 0-10 
6.12.57. Sulphate of sodium, calcined... Per gross kilo. 0-03 


6.12.60. Borate of sodium or borax ... Per gross kilo. 0-08 
6.12.61. Fluorides of potassium and sodium Per gross kilo. 0-08 
6.12.62. Hyposulphite of sodium . Per 100 gross kilos. 1-50 
6.12.63. Nitrite of sodium 0 Per gross kilo. 0-10 


Sulphites, bisulphites and trisulphites of potassium and 


6.12.67. 
Per gross kilo. 0-08 


sodium moe one os oe owe 
6.12.68. Sulphides of sodium and potassium Per gross kilo. 0-25 
6.12.72. Bromides of potassium and sodium Per legal kilo. 0-60 
6.13.21. Peroxide of hydrogen or oxygenated water 


Per gross kilo. 0-35 ° 


6.13.23. Sulphide of carbon Per gross kilo. 0-04 





New Zealand 


IMPORT LICENSING—SEVENTH PERIOD LICENCES 


The High Commissioner for New Zealand has received tele- 
graphic information to the effect that holders of Seventh period 
licences will be granted Eighth period licences in respect of goods 
for which firm orders were placed and accepted overseas not 
later than 31 December 1943, and which do not arrive in the 
Dominion by 30 June next, up to which date Seventh period 
licences are valid. 





Trade and Industry 
Argentina 


THE BUDGET, 1944 


According to the British Chamber of Commerce in the Argen- 
tine Republic, the Budget estimates for 1944 and a variety of 
new and modified taxes, the latter designed to produce the 
increased revenue which the national accounts will require in 
1944, have recently been announced. The expenditure to be 
met out of general revenue resources is estimated to total 
1,351,080,000 pesos and disbursements to be covered by recourse 
to borrowing (i.e., public works expenditure and the State‘s 
grants to the various national pension funds, etc.) to a further 
323,245,000 pesos. Thus the general administrative expenditure 
for 1944 as represented by the sum of these two items is 1,674 
million pesos, a new high record figure in the annals of Argentine 
budgeting disbursements. On the comparative showing with 1943, 
expenditure to be met out of general revenue for 1944 as esti- 
mated (1,351 million pesos) is 138-5 million pesos higher, while, 
in order to achieve a balanced Budget for the year, the Finance 
Minister reckons that general revenue resources will require to 
yield some 408 million pesos more than in 1943. Of the margin 
of increased expenditure budgeted for the current year, as 
above mentioned (138-5 million pesos), more than half, or 
54-2 per cent. is accounted for by increased army and navy 
appropriations to meet national defence needs. Of the margin 
of 408 million pesos of increased revenue which the Finance 
Minister expected to collect, to cover fully the 1944 expenditure 
total, 63 million pesos will result from improved methods of tax 
collecting and 345 million pesos from new taxes and the modifica- 
tion of existing levies. These new and modified taxes are as 
follows :—{a) a modification of existing income tax procedure 
involving an increase in contributions in the higher income 
groups, (b) a temporary tax on excess profits, (c) a tax on betting 
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(horse racing), (@) an increased contribution to general revenue 
from the National Lottery, (e) an Inland Revenue Tax on 
brewing-malt, (f) a modification of the tax on playing cards, 
(g) @ tax on export sales, (h) a modification of existing customs 
procedure for the liquidation of import duties and (i) stamp tax 
reform. 

The Finance Minister in a statement released simultaneously 
with the publication of the Budget estimates declared that the 
latest financial year (i.e., to 3lst December 1943) will show a 
deficit in the national accounts of 403 million pesos. This total, 
added to the aggregate of accumulated deficits of previous years 
since 1938, will bring the sum of such deficits up to a total of 
1,159 million pesos for the period 1938-43. Mentioning this 
figure the Minister added that, at the same time, the State had 
had to bear the financial loss arising out of the policy of sup- 
porting the national economy by means of the purchase of un. 
exportable crop surpluses, a loss which, although separately 
financed, had nevertheless its influence and effect on the national] 
Budget. This indebtedness, it will be recalled, was consolidated 
in the course of 1943 at a total of 1,000 million pesos by means 
of an issue of bonds delivered to the “‘ Banco de la Nacién.” 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1943 


The following is a summary of the official Argentine foreign 
trade returns, excluding gold movements, for the year 1943 and 
the two preceding years :— 











Imports Exports Trade 
Year Balance 
Tariff value Market value |Market value 
Thousanjd pesos 
1943 452,740 942,240 2,184,704 + 1,242,464 
1942 681,858 1,274,362 1,788,958 + 514,596 
1941 854,179 1,276,655 1,464,622 + 187,967 














Imports of merchandise during 1943 were much lower than in 
1942, the total tonnage having declined by 18-1 per cent. and the 
market value by 26-1 percent. The fall in imports into Argentina 
was mainly due to export restrictions in the United Kingdom and 
the United States. Details of the market values of the main 
groups of imports and exports during 1943 as compared with 
1942 are as follows :— 

















Imports 1943 1942 

Thousa/nd pesos 
Textiles ids bin 223,771 320,390 
Chemicals, oils and paints 106,897 140,030 
Timber and manufactures 98,534 107,498 
Fuel and lubricants 90,002 109,564 
Paper, cardboard, ete. ... 89,793 98,422 
Foodstuffs ‘ abe 67,270 74,652 
Iron, steel and manufactures is 56,640 87,834 
Non-ferrous metals and manufactures 43,962 80,378 
Pottery, glass, earthenware, etc. 40,957 44,909 
Machinery and vehicles 37,311 94,911 
Tobacco and beverages ... 25,322 21,462 
Rubber and manufactures _ 5,556 11,106 

Exports 1943 1942 

Thousa|nd pesos 
Meat 591,652 557,032 
Hides and skins ... 180,066 169,903 
Wool 166,496 187,378 
Wheat 162,376 159,415 
Linseed ... — 156,687 56,033 
Pastoral by-products 109,780 93,887 
Vegetable oils 80,124 98,521 
Dairy products 63,166 45,809 
Mining products ... 42,493 32,533 
Live animals 40,132 29,845 
Quebracho extract 39,919 36,462 











In addition, the increasing importance of Argentina as al 
exporter of manufactured goods is revealed in the following 
figures of the market values of shipments of manufactured and 
finished products in 1943 compared with 1942, given in paren- 
thesis :—textiles, 195,727,000 pesos (76,470,000); foodstuffs, 
drinks and tobacco, 82,266,00(- pesos (60,829,000) ; ' chemicals, 
oils, paints, etc., 48,352,000 pesos (36,642,000); iron and steel 
and manufactures; 12,446,000 pesos (3,902,000); pottery, 
earthenware, glass, etc., 10,332,000 pesos *(11,677,000)¥ machi- 
nery and vehicles, 9,199,000 pesos (6,878,000). 

t.1t should be noted that the export figures for 1943 do not 
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include “shipments for orders,” etc., valued at 140,179,000 
pesos, a large proportion of which was probably destined for the 
United Kingdom. 


British Guiana 
PRINCIPAL IMPORTS IN 1943 


The total value of imports in 1943 was 24,405,872 dollars as 
compared with 18,626,216 dollars in 1942 states the British 
Guiana “Commercial Review.” The leading items in that 
period were as under :— 








Commodity 1943 1942 
Thousanjd dollars 
Apparel foe i 532 197 
Bags (sugar, rice, ete. ‘ oe +s 1,296 540 
Beet oes a ei 323 189 
Boots, shoes, all ‘kinds 587 228 
Butter .. 433 310 
Cement 211 93 
Cordage 3s! 172 16 
Cotton manufactures, piece goods bis 2,626 1,458 
Other kinds .. Sey: 345 234 
Electrical apparatus ra 184 284 
Fish, dry, cod and scale 218 373 
Fish, canned and aeeret in n jars 0 or 
bottles pe 180 144 
Flour .. % sas 1,774 1,360 
Glass and glassware neat 198 111 
Implements and tools 129 85 
areal fe ~— — toi 336 280 
Beer : ea aaa 196 77 
Manures re 199 405 
Medicines and drugs “ 458 220 
Milk, condensed es 550 301 
Petrol . , 221 208 
Kerosene 107 64 
Painters’ colours and materials 196 161 
Peas, split tus 356 115 
Pork 272 261 
Potatoes oe 210 54 
Artificial silk, piece goods 621 403 
Soap, common.. eae 369 162 
Tobacco leaf, 25 per cent. moisture .. 167 150 
Wool manufactures od 166 159 











British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND WHOLESALE PRICES 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, - 


Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 
13th March. Crops are fair. The crushing and planting of 
sugarcane are proceeding. The harvesting of rabi has begun. 
Orissa, 13th March. The threshing of saradh paddy is thriving. 
Punjab, 13th March. Crops are unchanged. 
Bengal, 15th March. The harvesting of spring crops is com- 
plete. Crop prospects are fair. The sowing of Aus paddy in the 
lowlands has commenced. 


WHEAT CROP: SECOND ESTIMATE 


The second All-India estimate of the area covered by the 
1943-44 wheat crop is 33,275,000 acres, a decrease of 3 per cent. 
on the corresponc ing revised figure for last year of 34,324,000. 
The crop is in good condition on the whole. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX 


The wholesale price index for February is 300 compared with 
297 for January. 


Canada 


MINERAL PRODUCTION IN 1943 


According to the Royal Bank of Canada, Montreal, the value 
of Canada’s mineral production in 1943 was estimated at 5244 
million dollars as compared with 567 million dollars in 1942, 
the decrease being mainly accounted for by a lower output of 
gold. However, despite the decrease in gold, it is still by far the 
most important item on the mineral production list from point 
of view of value, which amounted in 1943 to 1404 million dollars. 
There are signs that post-war Canada will witness greater interest 
in mines and mining. It is increasingly realised that not extent 
of territory but what the territory is made to yield on its surface 
or from below, is the criterion of the nation’s prosperity. 
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FARMING IN 1943 


Before considering the production of Canadian farms, it would 
be well to obtain a picture of the changed scene in regard to farm 
income. There was a further increase of 25 per cent. in the cash 
income from the sale of farm products in the first six months of 
1943, the latest period for which figures have been assembled. 
The Dominion increase was from 259 million dollars in the first 
half of 1940 to 538 million dollars in 1943, while in Saskatchewan 
the gain was from 32} million dollars to 111 million dollars. 
These figures do not include income in the way of subsidies and 
bonus payments, except where the payments have been in the 
form of higher prices to the producers. The Searle Grain Com- 
pany, which prepares a monthly index, reported that at year’s 
end the purchasing power of a bushel of wheat was 103-6 per 
cent. of what it was in 1913-14, compared with 68-8 per cent. at 
the end of 1942. As a result of the immense betterment in farm 
income, the year 1943 saw a substantial increase in the discharge 
of farm mortgages. 

Canada’s wheat acreage, which reached a peak in 1940, was 
down in 1943 to 17} million acres, the lowest in a quarter 
century. The wheat harvest in 1943 is estimated at 293 million 
bushels, valued at 298 million dollars, as compared with 556 million 
bushels in 1942 with a value of 385 million dollars. The on-the- 
farm value of wheat was more than 1 dollar a bushel in 1943, 
compared with 69 cents in 1942. The 1943 oat crop was down 
from 1942, but the price was higher, so that the decline in total 
value was only 15 million dollars. A decrease in quantity of 
barley was offset by an increase in price, and the value was 
15 million dollars over that of a year ago. The total value of 
field crop production was 416 million dollars greater than in 
1939, an increase of 61 per cent. 

Other farm produce may be mentioned briefly. In spite of 
shortage of man-power, farmers have produced livestock on a 
scale never before achieved. Returns from cattle sales in 1942 
were two and a half times as great as in 1938, and there was a 
further increase last year. Total exports of pork products to 
Great Britain in four years of war were more than three times 
the total exports in the six years 1914-19. Creamery butter 
reached 312 million lbs., up 28 million Ibs. from 1942, while 
dairy butter declined 23 million Ibs. to 55 million Ibs. Cheddar 
cheese production diminished 21 per cent. to 162 million lbs. in 
the whole year, though there was an increase in December. 


South Africa 
TRADE CONDITIONS 


The General Managers of the Standard Bank of South Africa 
supply the following information on trade conditions in the 
Union of South Africa :— 

General business conditions are quietly steady. There is, 
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_ however, a tendency for the retail turnovers of some lines to fall, 


owing to one or more of the following reasons: shoppers defer- 
ment of purchases in anticipation of the arrival of replacement 
supplies from Britain and America, seasonal influences and 
shortages of stocks. Small shipments of various lines continue 
to arrive from Britain and America. Activity in secondary 
industries is well maintained on the whole. Building contractors 
are busier and turnovers in allied trades have improved owing to 
a more liberal issue of permits ; materials are also more readily 
available. 


GOLD OUTPUT AND RAILWAY EARNINGS 


The Transvaal gold output, for February 1944 (twenty-five 
working days) was 969,017 fine ounces, with a value, including 
the premium on the basis of £8 8s. a fine ounce, of £8,139,743 
compared with 1,011,672 fine ounces, with a value, on the same 
basis, of £8,498,045 for February 1943 (twenty-four working 
days). This is the first time that monthly production figures 
have fallen below a million fine ounces since February 1939 and 
the quantity given above is the lowest since February 1938, 
when 929,531 fine ounces were produced in a working period of 
twenty-four working days. The decrease is due to the effects of 
heavy rains and floods. 

Railway earnings from 6th February to 11th March amounted 
to £4,290,458 compared with £4,136,694 during the corresponding 
period of last year. 


AGRICULTURE 


Farming reports state that heavy rains have fallen in parts of 
Cape Province and that weather conditions elsewhere are drier. 
Grazing is good on the whole and the condition of livestock is 
generally satisfactory ; prices for slaughter stock are less firm 
owing to uncertainty regarding meat control regulations. The 
farm property market is still firm. Arrivals of agricultural 
implements include a number of tractors, which are in very keen 
demand. Maize and wheat reports show little change during the 
month. 


WOOL, HIDES, ETC. 


Wool arrivals from Port Elizabeth, which are seasonally lower 
included both Cape Province and Orange Free State offerings 


. 
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and were in good condition. The long wool season at East 
London is closing. Appraisements at Durban are proceeding 
steadily. Short-wool arrivals at Cape Town are increasing ; s0 
far clips have been in good condition and wool has benefited 
from the rains in most areas supplying the Cape Town market. 
The total volume of short-wool offerings at Cape Town is now 
expected to be the same as last season. The mohair market is 
quiet with new summer season’s hair arriving, but little business 
is expected until April. 

Hides are unchanged. Apart from increased interest and a 
firmer trend, combings of sheepskins are quiet and quotations are 
easier : supplies have fallen away slightly.’ Gloving skins are 
in very firm demand and prices are higher by fourpence to six- 
pence per skin. Goatskins are harder and a similar trend is 
evident in the prices of shorn Angora skins, although the sound 
haired variety shows no notable change. 

Ostrich feathers are unchanged. 

Wattle products are in good demand and substantial forward 
sales have been recorded; extract has mainly gone to-+the 
United Kingdom account with fair sales to India and the Middle 
East, while bark sales have mainly gone to the Indian account. 

Deciduous fruit is in good general demand ; the Department 
of Social Welfare inaugurating a scheme of mobile depots to 
make grapes available cheaply to low income groups and the 
expected disposals will total 1,500 tons by the end of the season. 





Statutory Notices 


Patents and Designs Acts 1907 to 1942 
PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 OF THE ACTS 
Licences of Right 


The following Patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right” on 
24th March 1944. 





No. 
of 


Subject Matter 
Patent 





509181 Removing wax from fluid hydro- 
carbons. 

Dewaxing wax-containing hydro- 
carbons by centrifuging in two 
or more stages. 

Central heating systems. 

Sulphur dioxide and lime. 
Raising milk or other liquids by 
means of pulsating vacuum. 
Packing between the plates of 

plate heat exchangers. 

Plates for heat exchangers. 

Evaporators for producing pure 
distilled water from sea water 
or other aqueous liquids con- 
taining impurities in solution. 

Facilitating the cleaning of plate 
heat exchangers. 

Removing air or gas bubbles from 
viscose. 

Vacuum pumps. 

Device for marking lines on roads 
and the like. 

Machine for mixing manure. 

Apparatus for polishing diamonds 


549955 | >Aktiebolaget Sepa- 
rator-Nobel. 

513995 

514993 

526152 


Loughran, J. P. 
Mann, A.N. ... 


528088 


528089 
528145 
> Aktiebolaget 
rator. 


Sepa- > 


528223 
541115 








J 
Beach, E. J. ... 
Major, P.C. ... 


Middlebrook, §., & anr. 
Nagy, A. bine is 


536934 
536199 


539760 
541451 











The Patent Office. M. F. Lrypxey, 


Comptroller-General. 


APPLICATION FOR CANCELLATION OF INDORSEMENT 
“LICENCES OF RIGHT” 


Application has been made for the cancellation of the indorse- 
ment “ Licences of Right.” on Letters Patent No. 463538 dated 
16th December 1936, granted to William Thomas Gardiner for 
an invention entitled “ Improvements in or relating to catering 
hot plates. 

Any person may give notice of opposition to this Application 
by lodging Patents Form No. 24 at the Patent Office, 25 
Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2, on or before the 
15th day of April 1944. 

The Patent Office. M. F. Lixpuey, 

Comptroller-General. 


TRADE JOURNAL Ist April 19 


Principal Government Publications 7 
Relating to Trade and Shipping : 
issued since Ist March 1943 


— Clothing Quiz.~Nov. 1, 1943. 2d. (3d.); 25, 3s. 6d, 
(4s. 1d.). 2 
Apparel and Textiles Order, 1942: *List of ms whose nameg 
were on 20th September 1943 entered in the ister of Manufac. 
turers of Headwear. 2d. (3d.). Fi: 
Apparel and Textiles Order, 1942, and Consumer Rationing (Con. 
solidation) Order, 1943: *Lists of persons whose names were om 
lst September 1943 entered in the following Registers: Manufag. 
turers of Corsets. 1d.(2d.); Manufacturers of Footwear. 3d. (4d.); 
Manufacturers of Fur Apparel. 2d. (3d.); Manufacturers of Gloves, 
1d. (2d.); Manufacturers of Knitted Goods. 3d. (4d.). : 
Board of Trade.Journal, 6d. (7d.) Annual Subscription, 268, 
(30s.). , 
Company Law Amendment Committee (Chairman, Mr. Justica 
.Cohen): Minutes of Evidence, 17th September 1943. 9d. (10d.}; 
24th September and Ist October 1943. 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d.); 29th Octo. 
ber, 12th and 26th November 1943. 4s. (48. 3d.); 10th December 
1943. 2s. (2s. 2d.); 21st December 1943. 2s. (2s. 2d.); 
7th January 1944. ls. 6d. (1s. 8d.); 2Ist January 1944. 23, 
(2s. 2d.);~-28th January 1944, 1s. 6d. (1s. 8d.). } 
«- Consumer Rationing (Consolidation) Order, 1943: *Lists of 
rsons whose names were on Ist September 1943 entered in the 
following Registers: Exporters of Woven Piece Goods, 2d. (3d.); 
Manufacturers of Hand Knitting Yarn. 2d. (3d.); Manufacturers 
of Woven Non-Wool Cloth. 9d. (10d.); Manufacturers of Woven 
Wool Cloth, Part I. 4d. (5d.); Special Producers 4d. (6d.). 

Containers and Straps (Leather and Textile) Order, 1943: *List of. 
persons whose names were on Ist September 1943 entered in the 
Register of Manufacturers of Leather or Textile Containers and 
Straps. 2d. (3d.). 

Export (Control of): List of Goods, the exportation of which from 
the United Kingdom is controlled under the Export of Goods (Con- 
trol) (No. 10) Order, 1943, showing the position on 15th January 
1944. 6d. (7d.). 

Limitations of Supplies (Miscellaneous) (No. 22) Order, 1944; 
*List of persons whose names were on Ist March 1943 entered in 
the Home Trade Register. 1s. 6s. (1s. 7d.). 

Toilet Preparations (No. 3) Order, 1943: List of persons whose 
names were on January Ist 1944 entered in Parts I and II of the 
Register and List of Licensed Packers. 6d. (7d.). : 

Utility Footwear Specifications : *List A. 6d. (7d.). f 

Utility Knitted Goods: *Schedules Dand E. Knitted Cloths, 
Knitted Garments, Knitted Gloves, Knitted Pram Rugs; and Key 
to Non-Utility Group Numbers. Is. 3d. (1s. 4d.) each. ; 

Wholesalers of Second-hand and Salvaged Clothing: List of per- 
sons whose names were on Ist April 1943 entered in the Register. 
1d. (2d.). ; 

Norszs.—Above publications may be obtained from H.M. Sta- 
tionery Office, York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or other 
Branches. Post-free prices in parentheses. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


Official Journal (Patents). Published weekly, 
Trade Marks Journal. Published weekly. 

Price, in each instance, per copy Is. (inland), 1s. 2d. (abroad). 

Annual subscription £2 10s. (inland), £2 15s, (abroad). 

Reports of Patent, Design and Trade Mark Cases. Published 
periodically. 

Price per copy 2s. (inland), 2s. 1d. (abroad). 

Annual subscription £1 (inland), £1 5s. (abroad). 

Patent Specifications. 

Price per copy Is. (inland), Is. 1d. (abroad). 

In ordering copies of specifications, the year as well as the number 
of the application must be stated in the case of specifications relating 
to applications made prior to 1916, but in the case of subsequent 
applications the serial (i.e. six-figure) number of the specification 
must be quoted. 

Owing to the war certain Patent Office publications, including 
the Volumes of Abridgments of United Kingdom Specifications 
and the Name Indexes (Patents, i and Trade Marks), have 
been suspended, but full particulars cing to Patent Office pub- 
lications generally can be obtained from the Sale Branch of the 
Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

Subscriptions to such publications are payable in advance and 
deposit accounts may be opened. 





* Amendment Lists are published from time to time. 





EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 8.W.1 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 257). 

SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. ; 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfait 
7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particulat 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
therein have received official approval. 
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